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The topic of the day was Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ). 
The meeting was called to order 10:05 A.M., June 17th, 2009 by our chair, Dennis McLaughlin.
A list of meeting attendees (that signed in) is enclosed.  

Self-introductions were given by all attendees.

The Treasurer reports that there is $18,187.86 currently in the Group’s account.
We were given an update of the October seminar by Bob Eastwood and Dennis McLauchlin.  A seminar committee meeting was held June 9th during which time most speakers were lined up.  There will be no backflow assembly tester (BAT) session this year because the BAT exams are reaching near the end of the 3 year cycle.  Paul Schwartz (who will be one of the speakers) asked Bob what people would like most as far as a topic.  One suggestion was for Paul to bring the audience an update on residential cross-connections.  Another suggestion was for Paul to speak on the failure rates of backflow assemblies.  It was essential to have the speakers’ setup.  The next meeting of the committee members will be July 7th, 2009.  Volunteers will be needed approximately 3 weeks prior to the seminar to prepare for the seminar.  The cost of the seminar is set at $100.00.
The topic of the day, Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ), was begun with the question given those present of whether those that represented the various purveyors had cooperation difficulties with their perspective AHJs.  Most present affirmed that there was a problem.  Casey Parks and others from Snohomish County spoke up regarding the lack of cooperation between their jurisdictions and the Snohomish County building department.  The plumbing code says that plumbing inspectors have the responsibility of signing off on permits.  But the difficulty lies many times in not forwarding the information to the water purveyor in matters dealing with cross-connection control.  Others also stated they had problems as well.
Bob Eastwood proposed to the Group that the Group should develop and send out a survey to all water purveyors’ questions regarding their interaction with their corresponding AHJs, including the difficulties they had with obtaining information from them and with other matters of cooperation.  The State Building Code Council should be also sent a copy of the survey.  Lacking coordination forces utilities to put in more reduced pressure backflow assemblies (RPBAs) in than is necessary.  Frustration results from the lack of cooperation to protect within a facility and/or at its premise.  The essence of the survey is to prove to those in authority of the lack of cooperation in accomplishing our task at cross-connection control.
In addition to the survey, Bob raised the issue of written agreements.  He stressed the importance of them.  He said that he would like an agreement with Shoreline that could be used as a model agreement for other utilities.  Bob said that he would be working with Dave Cantrell to meet with Ray Allshouse, Shoreline Chief Building Official who currently holds a position with WABO.  The plan is to attend their next meeting and make some contacts.  This would include getting on the agenda to talk about Cross Connection issues, and Certificate of Occupancy.  We are looking at meeting with Ray on Thursday.  Everett mentioned that they would be willing to share the agreement that their City of Everett Utilities had with the City of Everett Engineering Services.
A primary question that was asked throughout the meeting was why can there not be as place for water utilities to sign off on the building of occupancy forms.  While shutting off the water supply due to non-compliance is a viable option, it is not the easiest way politically to do so.  Survey should include problems with cooperation and coordination.  Others, such as building officials, electrical, elevator, boiler inspectors and others can deny occupancy or service because of non-compliance, it behooves those in authority to also grant the water utility the authority to enforce compliance due to being allowed to await signing off their portion of the form until the proper backflow prevention is in place.  Sometimes problems go uncorrected because building departments, etc. do not want to slow down the process.  Bob Eastwood said that budget would not be impacted much for the utility to sign off on the building of occupancy.
Part of the problem of test report distribution is a lack of understanding between the water utility and AHJ.  This includes who should get the test reports.  
The problem was raised regarding a change of water use within a single or multi-use building.  Water utilities need notification from the building department whenever there is a change of use in a building, particularly if the water use within the building becomes a high health hazard such as found on Table 9.

Casey Parks raised the question of who is responsible if someone gets hurt within a facility due to a cross-connection when that facility has premise protection.  Part of the problem is a lack of money to pursue inspections.  This issue may need to be settled in the courtroom.  There was no real answer given during this meeting.
Dave Cantrell suggested utilities have inspectors that utilities inspect both water and sewer hookups, which should include cross-connection control.  Everett gave an example of the difficulty of having inspectors that inspect water and sewer hookups that do not understand well the issue of cross-connection control regulations or certain rules of the jurisdiction that also has additional rules pertaining to cross-connection.  In Everett’s case it may be either that they work for a different department than the Utilities or that they are not familiar and trained in cross-connection control.
Bob Eastwood told the audience about how he asked for a reduced pressure backflow assembly (RPBA) for a large building downtown Seattle with many stories of complex piping.  He had to argue the fact that many changes could take place in a building that size.  
There were several ways that mentioned that can be used to help customers to know early on what is expected of them in regards to what is needed to meet their backflow prevention requirements.  One way is to require a water availability review tied to occupancy, etc.  Another method is to do plan reviews.  A third way is to hold pre-application meetings.  All 3 methods should include taking into consideration Table 9 and other high health hazard facilities.  However, there is the one complaint that is often times cited and that it can hold up the permit process.  It doesn’t seem to be as much of a problem once the project is into the construction stage.
The issue resurfaced regarding knowing where to send the test reports to because of unclear boundaries between water districts.  The easiest way to tell where to send them is to find out from the customer from where he or she gets their water bill.
Next meeting will be held in Woodinville Water District during which time fire services and design will be discussed.  Bob Eastwood requested that if members could bring their fire people that it would prove helpful.  Be prepared to discuss various related issues, such as, residential fire services, plan review, and commercial and residential inspections.
The question was raised regarding flushing private hydrants.  It is assumed that means hydrants downstream of meters.  It was concluded that permission should be granted from the owner to flush the hydrants in good part due to the customer paying for water usage.  Scott from Tacoma said that there was a fine for a customer to flush the hydrant without the utility’s permission.
Many thanks are given to Sandy Love and the City of Mercer Island. 
The meeting adjourned at 12:10 PM
Bill Bruce, Secretary
The next meeting will be held at the
Woodinville Water District 
17238 Woodinville-Duvall Rd.
  Woodinville, WA 
Tim Cantwell
[image: image2.png]



WWCCPP GROUP ATTENDANCE
June 17th, 2009

	NAME
	COMPANY
	PHONE
	E-MAIL

	Barr, Scott
	City of Monroe
	360-863-4546
	sbarr@ci.monroe.wa.us

	Bruce, William
	City of Everett
	425-257-8833
	wbruce@ci.everett.wa.us

	Caldwell, Kathy
	City of Redmond
	425-556-2847
	kcaldwell@redmond.gov

	Cantwell, Tim
	Woodinville Water District
	425-487-4125
	tcantwell@woodinvillewater.com

	Cantrell, Dave
	Seattle/KC Public Health
	206-296-1148
	dave.cantrea@metrokc.gov

	Cohen, Alan
	Snohomish County PUD 
	425-879-5580
	abcohen@snopud.com

	Forsmark, Karen
	West Sound Utility District
	360-876-25 45
	kforsmark@wsud.us

	Gonzales, Mary
	Clear Waters Backflow Testing
	425-773-1414 (cell)
	Petergon1@yahoo.com

	Hallenberg, Scott
	Tacoma Water
	253-502-8215
	shallenb@cityoftacoma.org

	Holte, Mick
	Northshore Utility Dist.
	425-398-4417
	mholte@nud.net

	Love, Sandy
	City of Mercer Island
	236-275-7782
	sandy.love@mercergov.org

	Main, Robert
	On-Site Testing
	360-671-1557
	onsitetesting@yahoo.com

	McLaughlin, Dennis
	Dennis McLaughlin’s Backflow Assembly Service
	206-364-9531
	mclaughlinbackflowtesting@msn.com

	McMurphy, Linda
	City of Edmonds
	425-771-0235-1644
	mcmurphy@ci.edmonds.waus

	Miller, Dan
	Three Lakes Water
	425-334-6263
	danielmiller07@comcast.net

	Parks, Casey
	Silver Lake W.D.
	425-750-9854
	cparks@slwsd.com

	Pedersen, Erik
	City of Kent
	253-856-5659
	ewpedersen@ci.kent.wa.us

	Ray, Ann
	City of Snohomish
	425-328-0059
	ray@ci.snohomish.wa.us

	Romulo, Mariano
	SPU
	206-255-2971
	mariano.romulo@seattle.gov

	Schank, Ryan
	Snohomish County PUD
	425-783-8916
	rlschank@snopud.com

	Schuller, Scott
	Snohomish County PUD
	425-783-8913
	rsschuller@snopud.com

	Smith, Terry
	City of Mercer Island
	206-275-7812
	terry.smith@mercergov.org

	Zorn, Becky
	Skagit PUD
	360-848-2138
	zorn@skagitpud.org


	WESTERN WASHINGTON CROSS CONNECTION PREVENTION PROFESSIONALS GROUP

	2009 CALENDAR

All meetings start at 10:00 AM unless noted otherwise.               

Business meetings to precede the topic

	DATE
	TOPIC
	LOCATION
	CONTACT

	January 21, 2009
	Annual Summary Reporting Procedures
	Tacoma Public Utilities

3628 South 35th St. Tacoma

10:30-1:00
	Terri Notestine

WSDOH

360.236.3133

	February 18, 2009
	Irrigation Systems and Related Issues
	City of Edmonds

7110 210th St SW

Edmonds, WA
	Bob Eastwood

Seattle Public Utilities

206-233-2635

	March 18, 2009
	Backflow Assembly Testers Forum 

(open discussion)

Snacks, test report issues,

Guests/Speakers:
	City of Bellevue Utilities

2901 115th Ave NE 

Bellevue WA

10:00- 12:00
	Jason Moe



	April 15, 2009
	Chemical / Soap systems
	Seattle Center

Harrison St

Seattle, WA 
	Julio Moran

Seattle Center

206-255-7643

	May 20, 2009
	Table Nine Issues and Facilities
	City of Tumwater City Hall

555 Israel Rd SW
Tumwater, WA
	Dennis Winchell

555 Israel Rd SW
Tumwater, WA 

	June 17,  2009
	Authority Having Jurisdiction Issues
	City of Mercer Island  

8236 SE 24th Street

Community Center, Room # 101—Groveland Room
	Sandy Love

City of Mercer Island

office 206-275-7782

cell 206-718-0562City of 

	July 15, 2009
	Fireservice Design and the difficulties of proper installation


	Woodinville Water District 17238 Woodinville-Duvall Rd.  Woodinville, WA 
	Tim Cantwell

Woodinville Water District

(425) 487-4125

	August 19, 2009
	Annual Picnic

Methods for public Information and sending questionnaires out with water bills.
	Grass Lawn Park, 7031 148th Ave NE 98052  Redmond, WA
	Kathy Caldwell

425-556-2847

	September 16, 2009
	Porta-ot pumps trucks—where do they get water and where do they dump.


	Issaquah, WA
	Todd Freeman

	October 14, 2009  Please note date change
	Annual Seminar


	Laquinta Inn

1425 E 27th St

Tacoma, WA 98421
	Mick Holte (chair), Tim Cantwell, Al Cohen, Doug Bucklin, Dennis McLauchlin, and Bob Eastwood

	November 18, 2009
	Annual Business Meeting--Elections

(Election of 2009 Group Officers)
	Northshore Utility District

6830 NE 185th St

Kenmore, WA
	Mick Holte

Northshore Utility District

425-398-4417

	December 16, 2009
	2008 Agenda and Planning
	Silver Lake Water District

15205 41st Ave SE

Bothell, WA
	Casey Parks

Silver Lake Water District

15205 41st Ave SE

Bothell, WA
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